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Christmas Blessings 
By Doris Wilder 


OY to you on Christmas morning; 
Hope to you at Christmas noon; 

Faith to you as sundown shadows 

Show that twilight’s coming soon; 
Love to you, as evening quiet 

Brings your dear ones close in thought; 
Peace, as you thank God, the Giver, 

For the blessings Christmas brought! 
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Deflating “Dual Personality” 
Have psychiatrists discovered some- 
thing in man’s nature that the Bible 
knew nothing about? That question can 
be answered by asking another, to which 
the answer is obvious: Is it conceivable 
that God, man’s creator, who gave man 
the Bible in order to bring man into 
fellowship with Himself, would omit 
anything needed to enable man to live 
victoriously? Lieut.-General Sir Arthur 
Smith of England, in a very helpful 
article on “Fear” in the October Bul- 
letin1! of the Officers’ Christian Union, 
exposes the foolishness of excusing sin 
merely on the ground of a split person- 
ality, by the following incident: “I know 
of a headmaster, of a man of 
wise discretion and of a sound mind, 
who took into his school a particularly 
difficult boy. He went absent. ‘Next 
time, it is three of the hardest,’ he was 





warned. The boy kept straight for a 
bit and then went absent again. ‘Why 
did you do that?’ he was asked. ‘I did 


1 Editor, Capt. Cleo W. Buxton. USAR, Box 
576 A, Route 1, East Lansing, Mich. 


not mean to, but I could not help it, 
was the reply. ‘You see, I have a dual 
personality, one half of me did not want 
to do it, but the other half did!’ ‘You 
knew the punishment for that? I am 
going to give three to your good per- 
sonality and three to your bad!’ The 
boy was given six of the hardest and 
the headmaster has had no trouble since. 
That was wise discernment and under- 
standing. But is the ‘dual personality’ 
of the psychiatric jargon anything new? 
Turn to Romans 7:15-25, where St. Paul 
says, in effect, ‘The very thing I want 
to do, I fail to do; and the beastly thing 
I hate doing and I want not to do, that 
is the very thing I go and do: O wretched 
man, that I am! who shall deliver me 
from this “dual personality”? I thank 
God through Jesus our Lord.’ How 
grateful we should be for a Bible that 
meets man’s need today.” The Scrip- 
tural truth relating to the personality 
of a redeemed person is that he still has 


< 


his old nature, but that the Holy Spirit 
has come to dwell within him. As the 
teaching has been so clearly given by 
Evan Hopkins and other Keswick 
teachers, the secret of victory is not 
eradication, or suppression, but counter- 
action. That is, the old nature, with its 
liability to sin, is not done away with; 
nor is it kept down merely by a continual 
struggle on our part; but victory is com- 
plete and continual just in so far as we 
allow the Holy Spirit to have full con- 
trol in our lives and work out His pur- 
poses in us. The principle is summarized 
in Galatians 5:16: “This I say then, 
Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh.” The walk 
is begun and maintained by faith; and 
the principal means God uses to make 
it effective in our lives are Bible study 
and prayer. The walk in the Spirit is 
maintained by “looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 
12:2). 
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Pascal's “Short Life of Christ” 


This editorial by Ernest Gordon reviews “Pascal’s Short Life of Christ,” 
Princeton Pamphlets—No, 5. Translated, with an introduction by Emile 


Cailliet and John 


C. Blankenagel. 


(Princeton Theological Seminary, 


Princeton, N. J., 75 cents.) 


written in New Testament words, in 

354 paragraphs, Some of these para- 
graphs are of two or three words only, 
others lengthen out to a third of a page. 
The whole fills twenty-eight pages, and 
is a harmony of the Gospels originally 
worked out for the writer’s personal use. 
One is interested and even surprised to 
see how the entire Gospel is brought 
into a continuous narrative with but 
here and there a bit of comment inter- 
jected. It represents profound knowl- 


Presses “Short Life of Christ” is 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Oh how great is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for them 
that fear thee; which thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in 
thee before the sons of men!” 
(Psa. 31:19.) 




















edge of Scripture, yet is comprehensible 
to the least learned. Bound up with 
Pascal’s Pensées, it appears never to 
have had much popular reading, yet one 
can but think that its wide circulation 
among the French masses might have 
contributed mightily to a new Reforma- 
tion in France. 

In an admirable introduction, the 
translators intimate that it was written 
shortly after Pascal’s personal experi- 
ence of God’s presence which he had 
on the night of November 23, 1654. This 
closed a period of barren skepticism. 
In two midnight hours, God revealed 
Himself as the God, “not of the philos- 
ophers,” but of the patriarchs and of 
Jesus Christ in His ministry of recon- 
ciliation. Later in the solitude of Port 
Royal, Pascal says he actually heard 
the Saviour say to him, “I was thinking 
of thee in my agony! I have shed such 
and such drops of blood for thee.” It is 
Paul’s “who loved me, and gave himself 
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for me,” and drew from him the response, 
“Lord, I give Thee all.” 

“From that moment,” say the editors, 
“one of his firmest convictions was that 
Jesus will be in agony until the end of 
the world and that we must not sleep 
during all that time.” 





A portrait of the genius which was 
Blaise Pascal, drawn by Chateaubriand, 
awakens a feeling of astonishment akin 
to awe, 

“Once there was a human being who, 
at the age of twelve, created mathematics 
by means of bars and circles; who, at 
sixteen, wrote the most learned treatise 
on conic sections since the Ancients; who, 
at nineteen, reduced into a machine a 
science which exists entirely in the mind; 
who, at twenty-three, demonstrated the 
phenomena of atmospheric pressure, and 
brought to naught one of the greatest 
errors of ancient physics; who, at the 
age when other men have hardly begun 
to see the light, had completed the circle 
of human sciences and, aware of their 
nothingness, turned his thought to re- 
ligion; who, from that time until his 
death in his thirty-ninth year, always 
infirm and suffering, molded the lan- 
guage which Bossuet and Racine were 
to speak, and gave the model for the 
most perfect form of wit, as well as for 
the most powerful reasoning: a man 
finally, who, during the short intervals 
of his sufferings, solved one of the great- 
est problems of geometry as a pastime; 
and scribbled on stray bits of paper 
thoughts which pertain as much to God 
as to man.” 

Pascal’s “Short Life” is, as we have 
seen, rearranged Scripture. It is thus 
an illustration of Pascal’s own saying, 
“Anyone who seeks to give meaning to 
Scripture without taking it from Scrip- 
ture, is a foe of Scripture.” He claimed 
to have received from our Lord Himself 
the assurance, “I am present with thee 
by my word in Scripture.” Naturally, 
then, he had no doubt as to inspiration 
of Scripture, which indeed he professed 
in his own Preface. Many had under- 
taken to write of Christ which were 
eyewitnesses from the beginning; “but,” 
he says, “since so holy a life, whose 
slightest acts and deeds merited nar- 
rative, could be written only by the 
same Spirit which had brought about 
its birth. they did not succeed, for they 
followed their own spirit. And this is 
why God raised up four consecrated 
men, contemporaries of Jesus Christ, 
who being divinely inspired, did write 
the things which He said and which He 
did... . All of them were bent on glori- 
fying the Father and were controlled 
by the intimate working of the Holy 
Spirit. The aim of all that has been 
written is that we shall believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God and that believ- 
ing, we shall have eternal life through 
His name.” 


Professor Cailliet, who is a specialist 
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in Pascaliana, speaks of Pascal’s scrupu- 
lous erudition in matters of Biblical 
interpretation. Throughout, he dates his 
narrative with assurance (“On the 24th 
of September and fifteen months before 
the birth of Christ, the angel Gabriel 
was sent to Zacharias, ,.., On Monday, 
the eleventh of March, Jesus cursed the 
fig tree,” and so on.) The erudite smile, 
but the editors come to the defense of 
Pascal with a quotation from Prof. A, T. 
Olmstead. This scholar insists that we 
have the precise dates on which Jesus 
began His public ministry in the Naza- 
reth synagogue, when He visited: Jeru- 
salem for each of the feasts, and the 
date of the Thursday of the Last Sup- 
per,” and the like, adding, “With the 
chronological framework thus firmly 
established, authentic history becomes 
at last possible.” 

This gigantic intellect was Christian 
fundamentalist without qualification. 
Christ was “God in God,” he says in his 
Preface. He gave power to become 
children of God to those reborn of the 
Holy Spirit by the will of God, and to 
them only. He bore both our sins and 
our infirmities, destroying death by His 
own death. By His resurrection, He 
communicated life to all those who are 
reborn in Him, just as Adam had com- 
municated death to all those who were 
born of him. He is seated at the right 
hand of the Father from whence He 
will come to judge mankind, living and 
dead. : 

At times a simple method of drama- 
tization is used by breaking up the nar- 
rative. Thus: 

209. He went a little further from 
them, 

210. About a stone’s throw, 

211. He prayed. 

212. His face on the ground, 

213. Three times. 

214. Each time He came to His dis- 
ciples and found them asleep. 

The comment is slight and occasional, 
in the early part, but grows as the Pas- 
sion story unfolds. Thus: 

“153. The following day was Sunday, 
March the tenth, on which they chose 
the lamb for the Passover, destined for 
sacrifice and led to the place of immola- 
tion, to be kept there until the four- 
teenth. Jesus, the true Lamb of God, 
who was to be sacrificed for the sins of 
the world, wanted to go on this very 
day to Jerusalem, which was destined to 
be the place of His immolation, and to 
remain there until the 14th, on which He 
was to be sacrificed.” 

Section 279 deals with the cry, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” in an original way, as if it might 
have been a prayer imploring the Father 
to remember the end for which He was 
abandoned to the executioners. “As if 
he were saying, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? Thou knowest 
why! It is for the salvation of the 
world. Therefore apply the fruit of this 
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sacrifice to mankind to whom thou hast 
destined it. And these words are full 
of hope and not of despair, for He said, 
‘My God! my God!’ Now God is not the 
God of the dead, nor of those who de- 
spair.” 

“286. He died not from natural neces- 
sity but by His own will. This is ap- 
parent, both because He Himself said it 
and from the manner of His death. And 
also by His cry. Those who die of weak- 
ness lose their voice long beforehand; 
He cried with a loud voice immediately, 
When He bowed His head He did it of 
His own will and full strength rather 
than through weakness as others do 
after death. He waited until all things 
should be fulfilled and then died. 


“287. Meanwhile He who but a mo- 
ment before had been challenged to per- 
form miracles, wrought them after His 
death, for the sun was darkened, the 
veil of the Temple was rent in twain 
from top to bottom, the earth did quake, 
the graves opened, bodies of the saints 
raised. They pierced His side and blood 
and water issued from it. This, too, was 
miraculous, for no matter where a dead 
body is pierced, blood, to say nothing of 
water, cannot flow from it. On this, 
physicians are in agreement.” 

Of Jesus’ self-disclosure to Mary Mag- 
dalene, Pascal says: 


“Jesus said to her, ‘Touch me not’ (all 
the more so since I am now of a more 
exalted dignity than formerly. And if 
presently I permit my feet to be touched 
by the women and you, it is only that I 
may be worshipped. And if I give my 
hands to be touched, it is only to con- 
vince unbelievers.) 

“Go and announce to my brethren that 
I am ascending unto my Father and unto 
their Father, unto my God and unto 
their God. God is not the same God 

(Continued on page 1093) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Have You Been Helped By 
“Comfort for Dark Days’’? 


Doubtless there have been numerous 
occasions when readers of the Times 
have been particularly blessed through 
the messages of “Comfort For Dark 
Days,” and would be glad to share 
the experiences for the blessing of 
other TIMEs readers.—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

The Editor would be glad to receive 
brief, pointed testimonies concerning 
help that has come to readers through 
the Scripture verses that appear each 
week on the first page of THE SuNpay 
ScHoot Times, These may tell of spe- 
cial guidance in problems, strength in 
temptation, encouragement in sickness 
or depression, or in financial stress, and 
other definite blessings in times of need. 
All testimonies used in the Times will 
be paid for. 
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Il. The Light of Prophecy on Today’s World Crises 


A wide range of messages and a manifesto 
at the recent prophetic Congress 


AST week I reported in these 
L columns the opening days of the 

International Congress on Proph- 
ecy held at the Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York City, during the week of No- 
vember 9 to 16. 

Due to the large number of speakers 
who participated (31), and the broad 
range of subjects treated (57), it will 
obviously be impossible in this limited 
account for me to do more than scan 
the proceedings as a whole, try to trans- 
mit a bit of its spirit, and give a few 
of my personal reactions. It should be 
stated, however, that the discussions 
covered a wide range of eschatology and 
Biblical prophecy in close application to 
world conditions and trends, 


Some of the Subjects and Speakers 
Speakers filled in the details from such 
aspects of the prophetic message as, “The 
Biblical Concept of the Kingdom of 
God,” by Dr. John F. Walvoord, presi- 
dent of Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Dallas, Tex.; “The Judgment Seat of 
Christ,” by the Rev. W. Myrddin Lewis of 
Birmingham, England; “Is Israel Fulfill- 
ing Ezekiel 37?” by Dr. Walter L. Wil- 
son of Kansas City, Mo.; “Spiritual 
Ideals of the Doctrine of Our Lord’s 
Return,” by Dr. David J. Laurie of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland; “The Rapture as the 
Consummation of the Believers’ Salva- 
tion,” by Dr. John W. Bradbury, editor 
of the Watchman-Examiner; “The Deity 
of Christ,” by Dr. John Summerfield 
Wimbish, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York: “Final Issues of the 
Age,” by Dr. Herbert Lockyer; “Pro- 
gressive Development of Biblical Proph- 
ecy,” by Dr. William Culbertson, presi- 
dent of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; 
“The Day of the Lord as the Ultimate 
of History,” by Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
president of Wheaton College; “The 
Kingdom of the Antichrist and Its Judg- 
ment,” by Dr, T. Leonard Lewis, presi- 
dent of Gordon College, Boston: “The 
First Resurrection and the Return of 
Christ,” by Dr. Thomas Moseley, presi- 
dent of the Missionary Training Insti- 
tute, Nyack, N. Y.; and “The Fina] Bat- 
tle Between Christ and Satan,” by Dr. 
James McGinlay, pastor of the Baptist 
Temple, Brooklyn. Stirring addresses 
were also brought by Dr. Robert G, Lee 
of Memphis, Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, and 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, the Jewish 
evangelist, and many others. A strong 
missionary emphasis was manifested 
daily when Dr. Louis T. Talbot, chan- 
cellor of the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles, brought illustrated lectures on 
mission lands, and other speakers stressed 





This is the second and concluding 
part of the report of Dr. Fant, gen- 
eral secretary of the New York Bible 
Society. The Congress was spon- 
sored by the American Association 
for Jewish Evangelism, Winona Lake, 
Ind.; and the chairman was Dr. John 
W. Bradbury, editor of the Watchman- 
Examiner (23 E. 26th St.. New York 
10). It is expected that the addresses 
given at the Congress will later be 
issued in one volume. 








the need to hasten the evangelization 
of the world, 

With the world’s admonitory chants 
clamoring in its ears, “It is later than 
you think,” and “Tomorrow may be too 
late,” the Congress asked, “What has 
the inspired Word of God to say about 
the present state of our world and the 
future of mankind?” Each day from 
10 a.m, to 9.30 p.m, an intensely inter- 
ested throng waited earnestly upon each 
speaker. 

That this was no precipitate gathering 
was at once apparent from the program 
and arrangements; the plans, in fact, had 
been carefully prepared over a period 
of two years. The general chairman, 
Dr. John W. Bradbury, assigned subjects 
to men considered specialists in their 
fields, of whom written manuscripts 
were required. Nor was this a dry, 
pedantic study. Throughout the sessions 
a spirit of soberness and prayerfulness 
prevailed, while the tide of spiritual in- 
terest rose higher and higher each day. 
The Bible-teaching periods combined in- 
spiration with information. All speakers 
combined their efforts toward the faith- 
ful exposition of the Word to the glory 
of God. 


The Ten-Point Manifesto 

A primary purpose of the Congress was 
the preparation of a manifesto which 
would proclaim its conviction as to what 
God would say to the world in this 
troubled hour of its history. To prepare 
such a document the Congress speakers 
gathered in conference from 9 to 11 each 
morning, and after spending many hours 
in a fresh examination of the Word of 
God, offered the following manifesto, 
which was adopted unanimously at the 
evening session of the Congress on No- 
vember 14: 

“1. For more than a century, the faith- 
ful within the Christian Church have 
borne witness to the prophetic Scrip- 
tures as infallibly inspired of God and 
pointing towards judgment upon a God- 
forsaking civilization. Today the whole 
world lives in fear of annihilation. Many 





By DAVID J. FANT, Litt.D. 


nations are exhausted, disillusioned, and 
revolutionary. There is no human 
authoritative voice to guide the peoples 
of the earth to peace, righteousness, and 
justice. If men entertain any hope for 
survival it seems to rest in their carrying 
out the aspirations and endeavors of 
United Nations. But it is our profound 
conviction, based upon the testimony of 
history and the prophetic Scriptures, 
that all such efforts, admirable as they 
are, cannot bring lasting peace to the 
earth, 

“2. As a widely representative body of 
Christians concerned for the welfare, 
happiness, and salvation of all mankind, 
the International Congress on Prophecy 
assembled in the Calvary’ Baptist 
Church, New York, November 9-16, 1952, 
desires to share with all men what we 
believe is the inspired Word of God 
for this time. 

“3. We believe that the sorrows of- 
mankind are largely due to the failure 
of so large a part of the Christian Church 
in this century to teach the people the 
truths of the prophetic Scriptures which 
concern Jews, Gentiles (or the nations), 
and the Church. Had such devotion to 
the teachings of God in the Bible been 
the practice, there would today be less 
of the evils of anti-Semitism which have 
disgraced civilization; the nations would 
have guidance in their affairs from Al- 
mighty God, and the Church would be 
vital with truth and virtue in its service 
to and influence over all mankind, 

“4. The Scriptures relate the divine 
laws of justice for all men; they state 
the blessings which come from the Cre- 
ator’s hand. But there is judgment 
awaiting those who turn the fields of 
earth into ceaseless war. There is 
mercy from God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ for all who seek for salvation, 
righteousness, honor, and immortality, 

“5. We believe that the world is mov- 
ing irresistibly on to the consummation 
of all things and that the coming of 
Christ for His Church is imminent, when 
the true body of believers living and 
dead will be caught up to Heaven when 
Christ comes. Then will follow the un- 
precedented time of trouble on earth 
which our Lord called “great tribulation” 
(Matt. 24:21]. After these events the 
Lord will return with His Church to 
judge the world and establish His right- 
eous kingdom on earth for one thousand 
years as prophesied in the Scriptures, 

“6. We express our profound belief, 
therefore, that the need of all mankind, 
whether Jew, Gentile, or the Church, 
is satisfied in the provisions of the Gos- 
pel of Christ. These are that the Eternal 
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God was incarnated in His Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, as expressed in the 
Apostles’ Creed, . . . was born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried 

. The third day, He rose from the 
dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sit- 
teth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the world in righteousness. At 
His first coming to earth Christ died as 
a sacrifice for the sins of mankind, pro- 
viding salvation for all who will believe 
on Him as the Son of God. This same 
Jesus is coming again as the righteous 
Judge, a truth presented faithfully in 
the prophetic Scriptures. 

“7. We would warn the Church against 
the evil course defined in Scripture as 
apostasy. The end of such turning away 
from the divine revelation in the Word 
of God cannot be other than judgment. 
The true Church is responsible for the 
teaching of the Scriptures in which not 
only the doctrines of salvation are 
clearly set forth, but also where the 
divine principles of the Kingdom of God 
are clearly applied. We exhort the 
Church to be diligent in the proclamation 
of the Gospel of Christ in all the world 
in obedience to the Scriptures and to 

* adorn that Gospel with holy living. 


“8. We would warn nations that war 
is their own ultimate destroyer, turning 
men into haters of their kind and thus 
hindering the purpose of God in the Gos- 
pel of Christ, which is love. 

“9. We urge upon Jewry that it is 
time for that afflicted people to give 
serious consideration to their Scriptures, 
which are also ours, with particular ref- 
erence to their prophetic teaching con- 
cerning the coming of their Messiah, for 
whose return the Christian Church is 
waiting, and who at His coming will 
establish the Kingdom of God on earth. 

“10. Therefore, we believe that it be- 
hooves all people, everywhere, to give 
heed to the invitation of God; that now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation. Tomorrow may be too late.” 

As to my personal reactions, I may 
state that one could not but be impressed 
by the fact that this was an international 
Congress. True, the sessions were held 
in a Baptist church, but the Congress 
was quite interdenominational in char- 
acter. Among the speakers were the 
heads of many evangelical colleges and 
seminaries in the United States and 
Canada, as well as Bible teachers and 
preachers from many different denom- 
inations from this and other lands, 

Each paper was carefully prepared 
from an assigned subject in order that 
at the end the whole would present a 
comprehensive view of prophecy, later 
to be published in book form. 

The Word of God was honored. The 
inspired Scriptures were the accepted 
texts and final court of appeal. This 
was not so much man speaking from the 
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Word of God as God speaking His Word 
through man, 

Yet despite the diversity of denomina- 
tions and institutions represented, there 
prevailed throughout an amazing unity 
of spirit, and the manifestation of sin- 
cere love for all the Church of God and 
deepest concern for all mankind, 

As I listened to the various addresses, 
I could only marvel that a subject, which 
constituted so large a proportion of the 
Bible and was so fascinating in content, 
could have been almost entirely drop- 
ped from the curriculum of many of 
our theological institutions, and from 
the preaching in a great many pulpits. 
What a difference it would make to our 
age if we could introduce such Bible 
expository and prophetic preaching 
everywhere! At least conferences with 


What Shall They Read? 
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a prophetic emphasis could be held in 
all our large centers, and, if the Lord 
tarries, a similar international .Congress 
could be again assembled within a few 
years. The Church owes to the world 
a repetition of the thunderous warnings 
of Noah. Frequent interchange of views 
between the servants of God, and a re- 
examination of the Scriptures in the 
light of rapidly shifting world condi- 
tions, would serve a most useful purpose 
to the Church and to the world. 

The sessions of the Congress on Proph- 
ecy reached their peak attendance on the 
closing day. After Dr. Hyman J. Appel- 
man preached on “The Eternal Hallelu- 
jah” the Calvary Church choir rendered 
the “Hallelujah Chorus,” and the Con- 
gress closed on a high note of praise 
to God, 


New York Clty, 


How the Nile Mission Press is putting the Word, in native tongues, 
into the hands of an increasingly literate Moslem world 


By LEOTA DAVISON 


At the time this account of the work of the Nile Mission Press was 
received, an urgent need had developed in the field. New and up-to-date 
machinery was on its way to Cairo, but a skilled supervisor is urgently 
needed to install it and oversee its subsequent operation. Will you pray 
that this need may be supplied, and if you know of a Christian printer 
who might be available for this Christian service, will you pass on to 


him information gbout this need? 


The U. S. A, headquarters of the Nile Mission Press is 2809 East 
6th Street, Kansas City 1, Mo., and Miss Davison is the American rep- 


resentative, 


AD you been standing often near 

the top of Reigate Hill in England, 
almost one hundred years ago, you could 
have seen a smal] girl playing what was 
to her a most fascinating game. She 
would place a little booklet on a large 
stone outside a certain cottage door and 
then run away. She never knew who 
took the pamphlets, but every few days 
she would go and leave another. It was 
God’s Word, and she dreamed of all the 
things that He might be accomplishing 
through it. 

A good many years later the same girl, 
still with childlike faith, was in Egypt, 
the land of the Pharaohs. Here she 
found herself in the midst of a people 
speaking a strange language. Often in 
the evening she would see them gathered 
around a lamp that only feebly lightened 
their darkness, listening to a man sitting 
on a high stool as he read aloud. 

What was he reading? Stories of Arab 
wars. Poems of Arab love. The tradi- 
tional lore of their religion. All were 
stirring and inspiring words to those 
who loved that rich and powerful lan- 
guage. As she watched those audiences 
night after night a determination was 
born in her that they should hear the 
story of Jesus and His love. The Holy 
Spirit brought together with her a few 





kindred souls in persevering, purpose- 
ful, prevailing prayer. 

Very early in this century, the Lord, 
in answer to those prayers, laid it on the 
heart of a man in faraway New Zealand 
to send 250 pounds, the equivalent then 
of about $1,000. A week later he sent 
the same amount; soon after, double 
that amount; until about $5,000 formed 
the token sum that made the little group 
certain that it was God’s will to establish 
a Christian printing press on the Nile. 
About this time the Lord brought forth 
His chosen instrument, Mr. A. T, Upson, 
to be the founder of this great project. 

Not without birth pangs was the Nile 
Mission Press born. Many objections 
were raised, but to all of them God 
renewed the hope that was in them “with 
meekness and fear.” After much prayer- 
ful deliberation, the committee in charge 
published this resolution: “The risk is 
not great, let us try. If God should see 
fit to bless, He will enable us to carry 
through.” Thus the Nile Mission Press, 
the Christian press of the Nile, came 
into being and was incorporated in Cairo, 
Egypt, in 1905. Just as the little girl 
had placed the book on the stone and 
had known in her heart that God would 
use it to His glory, so God worked 
through her to place thousands of books 
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among the multitudes in the Arabic- 
speaking world that they might know 
the only true God and Jesus Christ His 
Son. . 

In order to keep our publications true 
to this one purpose, each missionary is 
required annually to sign a statement 
of faith signifying belief in the divine 
inspiration, by the Holy Spirit, of the 
Old and New Testaments, and their 
supreme authority in faith and practice; 
the deity of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit; the incarnation, death, 
resurrection, ascension, and second ad- 
vent of the Lord Jesus Christ; the uni- 
versal sufficiency of His atonement and 
free justification by faith in Him; the 
depravity of man’s fallen nature, and the 
necessity of the Holy Spirit's work of 
regeneration and sanctification. In the 
minutes of the 135th meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, May 21, 1924, the 
following item was included: “The above 
articles of faith admit of no Modernist 
interpretation.” 

But many say, “Why worry about the 
Moslems, they worship our God.” The 
Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” Islam 
knows not the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as their God. 

The “Pillars” of the Moslem religion 
are five: 1 “Recitation of the Word of 
Witness, saying the stated prayers, ob- 
serving the month of fasting, giving the 
legal alms, Pilgrimage. 

“The Word of Witness .. . is at once 
the strongest slogan and the shortest 
summation of belief used by any of the 
world’s religious groups. The two parts 
of the creed are found in the Koran in 
different places and, in a stroke of pure 
genius, were taken out and united. The 
declaration ‘There is no god but Allah’ 
comprises but four words in Arabic and 
establishes the whole basis of theology 
proper. ,.. The second part of the creed, 
‘Mohammed is the apostle of Allah,’ 
comprises only three words in Arabic, 
and the whole Moslem doctrine of reve- 
lation as well as the rules of conduct 
and Islamic law of life stem from this 
basic assertion. A person may become 
a Moslem by the recitation of the creed.” 
It is recited over and over upon every 
occasion and is even repeated in some of 
the villages by the night watchman, who 
cries it aloud on the street corners every 
quarter hour during the night. 

It is true that they seem to pray more 
faithfully than most Christians. But it 
is at the name of Jesus that every knee 
must bow. 

Religiously they keep the fast of the 
month of Ramadan, and give alms to 
the poor. But the Lord Jesus Christ says 
that prayer and fasting must be directed 
to the Father, in His name, only so is 
treasure laid up in Heaven. 

With all possible saving and self- 


“Introducing Islam,” by J. Christy Wilson, 
Page 35. 
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denial, they strain every energy to go 
on pilgrimage to Mecca, the birthplace 
of their prophet, at least once in a life- 
time. Alas, at the end of the long way, 
they kiss a dead rock, they drink of the 
well of Zem Zem and thirst again. They 
find not there the Rock, Christ Jesus, 
upon whom to build a righteous life 
They drink not of the water of life which 
flowed from Calvary’s fountain, 

A Moslem lad in a Koranic school, 
reading their sacred book, was gripped 
by an expression that filled him with 
amazement. His face beaming with the 
joy of discovery, he asked the teacher, 
“Sir, why do we follow a prophet who 
several times asked forgiveness for his 
sins, when it plainly says here that Jesus, 
the Son of Mary, was a prophet without 
sin?” He was punished and told that 
he must never again so speak of the 
prophet of Islam. But the thought per- 
sisted, and, years later, after a careful 
study of the Gospel of Matthew, which 
had been handed him on a train, he ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour. 

Across the over 4,000 miles of North 
Africa, through Morocco, Algeria, Tu- 
nisia, Libya, Egypt, down into Nigeria, 
the French and Anglo-Sudan, the north- 
ern edges of the Congo valley, across 
the Red Sea into Arabia, north into the 
Kingdom of Jordan, Syria, Turkey, down 
the Tigris Euphrates in Iraq, Iran, 
Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Kashmir, Sinkiang, Russian Turkestan, 
down into Malaya and Indonesia, the 
followers of the prophet predominate. 

Had the Word of God been taught in 
purity and power in the Middle East in 
the sixth and seventh centuries, there 
might not have arisen this challenge to 
the Christian church. More than one- 
seventh of the people of the earth are 
found in its fold. Cemented together by 
its short but powerful creed, its 315,000.- 
000 believers are in many places ex- 
ploited by Communism because the latter 
offers to the poor a new and seemingly 
ideal social order; and to the race-con- 
scious, a complete freedom from all un- 
favorable discriminations. With new 
constitutional governments education in- 
creases. Illiteracy, which before the 
Second World War ranged from 70 to 99 
per cent in Moslem countries, is slowly 
decreasing. Even the slow decrease 
presents a vital problem to the mission- 
aries as well as to the national churches, 
What are they going to read? 

It is this need that the Nile Mission 
Press is trying to meet wherever the 
Arabic language is spoken, and that is 
in more than half of the Moslem world. 
In the forty-seven years of its service, 
this Press has issued more than nine 
hundred separate publications of its own, 
made up of over 50,000,000 pages. This 
is beside the great volume of printing 
for the Bible societies and for other mis- 
sions, American, British, Swedish, Swiss, 
German, and French Societies, as weil 
as the national churches of many de- 
nominations in Arabic-speaking lands, 
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We have printed Scriptures and tracts 
in more than twenty different languages 
and dialects, including the first printed 
words of some of them. We have sent 
publications into every continent and 
have been a nursery to Christian writers 
in Arabic down through the years. At 
present, we have on the presses a ten 
thousand-copy edition of the complete 
Arabic Bible, thousands of Gospels and 
Scripture portions, tracts, devotional 
books, and commentaries. Editions of 
many of our publications are exhausted 
and must be reprinted. New manuscripts 
are awaiting their turn, 

In the World Dominion Magazine, 
March-April number, pages 104-108, Mr. 
Cullen Young writes under the title, 
“The Africa of Today.” He closes his 
very excellent article with this appeal: 

“It will be now a matter of . . . more 
and more a missionary approach which 
makes the book the missionary. More 
and more emphasis on support to, and 
increase in, the agencies of book-produc- 
tion. . . . That in every territory the 
books should be available , . . at a price 
commensurate with the ordinary weekly 
wage earner’s capacity to pay. , . . The 
fact that a vast bulk of this literature 
must be in peasant vernaculars is what 
gives the missionary the chance of a 
lifetime.” 

They are learning to read. Let it not 
be true of us, “The children of this world 
are in their generation wiser than the 
children of light.” But rather that, “The 
Lord gave the word: great was the com- 
pany of those that published it.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 

4 


. ’ 
The First Quarter's Lessons 
for 1953 in Acrostic 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 
C haracter From a Christian Heart (Jan, 
4) 
onors Christ as God’s Son (Jan, 11) 
eflects God’s Glory (Jan, 18) 
nterior Greatness From Humility and 
Forgiveness (Jan, 25) 
urrenders All to Christ (Feb. 1) 
urns to God’s Grace (Feb. 8) 
nherits God’s Kingdom (Feb. 15) 
swers With Truth (Feb. 22) 
oble Living and Leadership (March 1) 


ZrewBD 


ives on the Alert (March 8) 
nspired Service (March 15) 
inds Expressed Love (March 22) 
njoys Freedom (March 29) 


we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors: and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 


et 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 4. TRACING CHARACTER TO ITS SOURCE 
Matthew 15; printed text, verses 1-11, 18-20 
Golden Text.—Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.—Prov. 4:23 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which 
were of Jerusalem, saying, 

2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 

3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also 
transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? 

4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and 
mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die 
the death, 

5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his 
mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited 
by me; 

6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. 


8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 

9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men, 

10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, 
and understand: 

11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but 
that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat 
with unwashen hands defileth not a man. 


Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect 


by your tradition. 


7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
‘Ti Pharisees, who figure so largely 

in the Gospels, were a fraternity 

of Jews whose original purpose was 
good, but who developed into an intract- 
able sect of casuists and hypocrites. They 
arose after the return from Babylon, 
when the Jews were being pressed by 
foreign influences. At first they did 
much to preserve the purity of the Jew- 
ish faith, but gradually that deteriorated 
into a preserving of Jewish exclusive- 
ness. Assisted by the scribes, who rose 
to prominence in the same period, they 
undertook to interpret the Law, and to 
apply it to various situations, Thus there 
developed a system of casuiStry, and 
along with it a strict legalism. Yet it 
was not adherence to the Law of God, 
but to those interpretations which were 
known as the “oral law,” and in the 
accumulation of which the true spirit 
of the Law was lost. In many cases, such 
as the Lord brings up in our lesson por- 
tion, the interpretations and applications 
even destroyed the Law. About A.D. 200 
this oral law, or tradition of the elders, 
was collected in a volume by a noted 
rabbi called Judah the Prince. That 
volume is known as the “Mishna,” and 
has been translated into English. One 
may see here how true was the Lord’s 
indictment of these religious leaders: 
“They bind heavy burdens and grievous 
to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoul- 
ders.” Then He added, “But they them- 
selves will not move them with one of 
their fingers” (Matt. 23:4). Their original 
passion for purity of faith and practice 
had steadily deteriorated into exclusive- 
ness, legalism, casuistry, and hypocrisy. 
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No wonder they became the bitter en- 
emies of Jesus! 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 15:1—‘“Scribes and Pharisees, 
which were of Jerusalem.” It sounds 
like a commission of inquiry. The Phari- 
sees were the guardians of the traditions, 
sticklers for the minute details of cere- 
monial religion. ; 

Verse 2.—“The tradition of the elders? 
for they wash not their hands.” The 
Old Testament has no law about washing 
the hands before meals, but it was part 
of the oral law handed down from the 
elders of past days. The disciples ap- 
parently were either ignorant of, or not 
too punctilious about, some of these mat- 
ters. 

Verse 3—“Why do ye also transgress 
the commandment of God by your tradi- 
tion?” They had in practice put these 
accumulating traditions of men before 
the Law of God. 


Verse 4.—“For God commanded, say- 
ing, Honour thy father and mother.” The 
Fifth Commandment of the Decalogue. 
The death penalty for its breach is given 
in Exodus 21:17, 

Verse 5.—“But ye say ... It is a gift.” 
Notice the antithesis: “God commanded 
., . but ye say”! For “It is a gift,” see 
Mark’s word, “Corban” (chap, 7:11). By 
professed consecration of a portion to 
Temple uses, a man was freed from his 
obligation to support his parents. 

Verse 6.—‘And honour not his father 
or his mother.” Read “he shall not hon- 
our,” and omit “he shall be free,” which 
is not in the Greek text. Withholding 
the needed help was an act of dishonor. 
“Thus have ye made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition.” 
Tradition in itself is not an evil, but 
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when it is obeyed in preference to the 
Word of God, or used as a means of 
nullifying Scripture, it becomes evil. 

Verse 7.—“Ye hypocrites.” For an en- 
largement see chapter 23. 


Verse 8.—“Their mouth, and , , , their. 


lips; but their heart.” When the per- 
sonality is thus divided, and outward 
expression does not represent the in- 
ward condition, there can be only con- 
fusion. 

Verse 9.—“Teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.” This verse is 
part of the quotation from Isaiah 29:13. 
Worship is indeed an empty show when 
it is based on human commandments, 
and not on the Law of the Lord. 

Verse 10.—“And he called the multi- 
tude, . . . Hear, and understand.” The 
Lord wanted to save the common people 
from the falsehoods of Pharisaic cere- 
monial. How he longed to have them 
understand! But spiritual understanding 
is a rare quality. 

Verse 11.—“Not that which goeth into 
the mouth , . . but that which cometh 
out.” The first has to do with externals, 
mere things, which are in themselves 
neither good nor bad; the second has to 
do with the inner condition of the man, 
moral qualities, which are the ultimate 
values, 

Verse 18.—‘Those things which 
come forth from the heart; and they de- 
file the man.” What expresses the heart 
declares what the man is. This is a ter- 
rible statement, that the source of a 
man’s defilement is in himself! 

Verse 19.—“For out of the heart pro- 
ceed... .” Read the category, and re- 
member that, although we have not all 
committed all these things outwardly, 
we are capable of them all. Our hearts 
contain them all, 
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Verse 20.—“‘But to eat with unwashen 
hands defileth not a man.” Jesus is not 
speaking of the hygienic aspect of wash- 
ing, but of the fallacy that there was 
moral quality in it. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Traditionalism and ceremonialism are 
Siamese twins. Here they are in our 
passage, still together. “Why do thy dis- 
ciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders?” And what was the tradition? 
Washing of hands before meals! 

Now in our hygienic age, and with all 
Our microbe consciousness, we think it 
the proper and the safe thing to wash 
our hands before handling food. But 
we do not make it a matter of religion. 
We do not hold that a man is morally 
guilty for not doing it, nor that the act 
of washing makes him any more accept- 
able to God. 

Yet we are the creatures of tradition 
and ceremony in other ways, and many 
are just as deceived and just as bound 
and just as blind as the Pharisees and 
scribes of our Lord’s day. The ordinances 
of the church. for instance, are regarded by 
many as efficient means of salvation, and 
in some quarters they have been mul- 
tiplied in number, every one having its 
own supposed power to bestow merit and 
grace. How many look to their baptism 
and their confirmation and their taking 
the Communion for their salvation! Now 
ordinances and ceremonies are right and 
proper in their place, but given more 
than their rightful place, they actually 
make void the Gospel of the grace of 
God. 

As in the question of salvation, so in 
the matter of Christian living, there is 
a great deal of tradition and ceremony. 
We think that engaging in certain per- 
formances is a mark of sanctification. 
Some are punctilious about genuflections, 
making the sign of the cross, and such 
like. Others identify certain abstinences 
with holiness—observing fasts, abstain- 
ing from pork, and other like things. 
These all are traditions which have set- 
tled into rubrics, and tend to destroy 
Christian freedom, produce a false piety, 
and blind believers to the true holiness, 
likeness to Christ. 

The answer to all this is given by our 
Lord. Get back to the commandment of 
God, freed from the accretions of tradi- 
tion. The condition of the heart, not 
religious performances, determines a 
man’s cleanness or uncleanness. And 
Since every man’s heart is by nature 
vile (v. 19), we need to pray with the 
psalmist, “Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right spirit within 
me” (Psa. 51:10). 


Topics for Development 

Corban, In the parallel account in 
Mark’s Gospel (chap. 7:11), the strange 
word, Corban, is used in place of “a 
gift,” as here. That was a magic word 
among unfilial sons. It indicated some- 
thing devoted to holy uses. A man, then, 
had only to append this tag to a portion 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
28.—Wise Men Seek 


Matthew 2 


13. December 
Jesus 
Next Week's Lesson 
2. (15) January 11.—Confessing 
Following Christ 


and 
Matthew 16 
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of his income, and that released him 
from all responsibility to his parents. The 
amazing thing is that what was desig- 
nated Corban did not have to be given 
to the Temple, but could be retained by 
the owner, yet it could not be used for 
the support of his parents. It was pure 
trickery, yet had the sanction of tradi- 
tion. So the Fifth Commandment was 
flouted, and that in the name of piety. 
No wonder our Lord hurled the epithet, 
“hypocrites,” at the men who practiced 
such perversions of the Law. 

To Whom Shall We Give? Shall I 
give to my needy parents, or shall I give 
to the Lord’s work? That is not a rele- 
vant question. It is not a matter of 
either ... or. Duties do not conflict in 
the economy of God. Let there be only 
a heart to do the will of God, a cheer- 
ful acceptance of responsibilities imposed 
on us by the Lord, and such a question 
will not arise. Neglect of one’s needy 
parents would come under the condem- 
nation of 1 Timothy 5:8, and, while we 
are not under the Law, no true Chris- 
tian will fail to honor the Lord with his 
substance, and with the firstfruits of his 
increase (Prov. 3:9), 

To Eat Or Not To Eat? This question 
of eating with unwashed hands brings 
up the bigger question of what we shall 
eat. We know that certain directions 
were given to Israel in regard to their 
diet (Lev. 11). These were obligatory 
for them. Meats were divided into clean 
and unclean, and because Israel was a 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HEN did the sect of the Pharisees 
arise? 
2. What was the original purpose of 
the fraternity of the Pharisees? 
3. Into what state had the Pharisees 


‘degenerated in our Lord’s day? 


4. What were the traditions of the 
elders? 

5. What was our Lord’s 
garding these traditions? 

6. By what tradition did the Pharisees 
nullify the Fifth Commandment? 

7. What passage from Isaiah did our 
Lord quote in describing the true con- 
dition of the Pharisees? 

8. What is the real spring of defile- 
ment? 

9. Is Jesus advocating unhygienic prac- 
tices in verse 20? 

10. What is the main lesson of this 
passage? 

(Answers on page 1092) 


attitude re- 
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people apart, their very diet was to re- 


flect their separation to God. Sadly 
enough, it did not always do so, for 
their conduct belied what their dietary 
laws professed. The coming of the Gos- 
pel abolished the distinction between 
Jew and Gentile, and equally abolished 
the distinction bety.2en clean and un- 
clean meats. Peter’s vision in Acts 10: 
9-16 must be taken as indicating the 
abrogation of both distinctions. Paul 
shows us that love, not legal niceties, 
must determine our eating, as every- 
thing else (Rom. 14). If we discover 
that there are hygienic values to the 
Mosaic distinctions, that is something 
else again. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. A trivial complaint (Matt. 15:1, 2) 
2. A serious indictment (vs, 3-9) 

3. A basic principle (vs. 10, 11) 

4. A clear exposition (vs. 12-20) 


Personal Applications 

Tradition may be an enriching heri- 
tage or a terrible bondage. See that it 
is your servant, not your master. 

Never put a “but” after the command. 
ment of God (Matt. 15:5). 

Trickery is bad anywhere, but is a 
monster of iniquity when masquerading 
in a garb of piety (vs, 5, 6). 

The heart is a fountain of defilement 
until it is cleansed by the blood of Christ 
and renewed by the Holy Spirit. 

Religious scrupulosity is no substitute 
for a pure heart and a good behavior. 


Golden Text 
Prov. 4:23.—“Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life.” 
ELMHuvRST, ILL, 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGcEsTED HYMNS 
“Standing At the Portal” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—‘‘O God, 
our help in ages past, our hope for years 
to come,” we thank Thee for Thy help 
and blessing in the year just closed, and 
that Thou dost go with us into the New 
Year. Be our guide and helper through 
all its days; and by Thy Spirit make us, 
through this year, grow more like our 
Lord in all we think, or do, or say. 
Bless our study of His words today and 
help us both to understand and to heed 
them. Be near us in our homes for the 
recovery of such as are ill, for the con- 
verting of those who do not love and 
serve Thee, and for the healing of all 
family discords. Multiply Christian 
homes everywhere, and may the Gospel 
spread through all the earth and bring 
forth its blessed fruit in every nation. 
We pray for our country’s leaders, its 
lawmakers, its judges, its workers. May 
all be controlled by Thy Word, believe 
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on Thy Son, and do their duty as unto 
God. Restore justice to the oppressed, 
freedom to the enslaved, peace to the 
nations, and may Jesus soon reign 
“where’er the sun doth his successive 
journeys run.” Hear us, forgiving us 
our sins, through Him who is our Sav- 
iour. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When our Golden 
Text says, “Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence,” it means, “Above all things that 
have to be guarded, keep, or guard your 





heart.” We must guard our health, we 
HAT [ILLS HEART 
Wit FASHION THE LIFE 











must guard our valuables, but above all 
things we must guard our heart, the 
inner life of thought, feeling, and will. 
Some people suppose it is enough not 
to say or to do wrong, but that it mat- 
ters little what they think, imagine, or 
purpose. But if we fail to keep right 
on the inside, the wrong there will show 
itself in the outer life. What we are 
within shapes what we say and do in 
the long run. 
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So we cannot be too careful of what 
we feed into our thought life. Yet, some 
folk who would be disgusted at the 
thought of eating garbage will feed mind 
and soul with the garbage of the news- 
stands. A minister in a bookstore heard 
a woman ask for a novel. When the 
clerk inquired just what one, she said, 
“It really doesn’t matter. As long as it 
is fiction, anything will do.” A little 
later the same minister was.in a meat 
market, and there the same woman was 
talking about a roast she wanted, Wav- 
ing aside one that was offered, she said: 
“That will never do. I must have the best 
roast in the place, for my husband and 
I eat nothing but the very best.” For 
their stomach, only the choicest food; 
but for mind and soul, any sort of fic- 
tion, no matter how ill-smelling! 

Above all that you guard—above 
health, above wealth—guard your heart, 
Guard the ideas you admit to your mind, 
the pictures you hang in your imagina- 
tion, all that you feed into the inner 
life. For of every man it is true that 
as he thinketh in his heart so is he, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


LET'S ABSTAIN FROM THIS IDOLATRY 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Why do thy disciples transgress the 
tradition?” (Matt. 15:2.)—It is both in- 
teresting and profitable to notice how 
the Lord Jesus, in this instance, traces 
character to its source, When the scribes 
and Pharisees mention tradition, He men- 
tions the Commandments; they mention 
elders, He mentions God; they mention 
hands, He mentions the heart. 

The washing of hands was all right 
in itself, and God had commanded that 
those who had contacted any defilement 
should wash themselves (Lev. 11:25, 28), 
but to add to this was a reflection on 
the wisdom of God. Tradition loomed 
so large with the Pharisees that it often 
eclipsed the commandments of God. It 
has been remarked that “there is an in- 
herent tendency in all traditions to make 
the Word of God of none effect.” 

I worked with a group of foul-mouthed 
men in Chicago. They could utter the 
most blood-curdling oaths and curses 
without a blush of shame; but just let 
them forgetfully eat a piece of meat on 
a Friday and they were chagrined and 
shocked—then sheepishly would ex- 
claim, “We must go to confession about 
this.” 

“God commanded . . . Honour thy 
father and mother” (Matt. 15:4).—Sons 
and daughters are divinely commanded 
to honor their parents; and certainly this 
includes giving them such help as they 
might need. This is “the first command- 
ment with promise” (Eph. 6:1-3). 

Dr. John Hall said: “A good deal of 
nonsense is being palmed off on the com- 
munity about the reaction of the child 
from overstrictness in parental training. 
When I hear a man say, ‘My parents 
brought me up so rigidly that a reaction 
took place in my mind and I have turned 
away from religion,’ I have sometimes 
asked, ‘Did they teach you to be honest?’ 
‘Yes.’ ‘Has any reaction taken place on 
this point?’ ‘No.’ No man learns the 
multiplication table from sheer love of 
it; but I never knew of anyone whose 
mind was in reaction against the multi- 
plication table.” 

When a certain father said, “I have 
determined not to prejudice my children 
in favor of any religion, but to allow 
them at maturity to choose for them- 
selves,” a listener asked: “Would you 
prejudice'a garden in favor of flowers 
and fruit? Why not let the clods choose 
for themselves between cockleburs and 
strawberries?” 

“It is a gift, by whatsoever thou might- 
est be profited [or helped] by me” (Matt. 
15:5).—To illustrate, we'll say here is a 
son who knows that his widowed mother 
needs some money, because of an emer- 
gency which has arisen. The son is 
financially able to help her, but he is not 
wholeheartedly willing to give her the 
money. The priest comes along, sizes 
up the situation, and says: “The elders 
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have given us a tradition that says if 
you tell your mother that that particular 
amount of money is ‘Corban’—in other 
words, a gift to the Temple—it will not 
be necessary to give it to your mother. 
She cannot claim it under that tradi- 
tion.” 

Someone might ask, “What difference 
then did it make to the son whether he 
gave the money to the Temple or to his 
mother, he was out that amount of 
money?” Not necessarily, for Edersheim 
says: “It must not be thought that the 
pronunciation of the votive word ‘Cor- 
ban,’ although meaning ‘a gift’ or ‘given 
to God’ necessarily dedicated a thing 
to the Temple. The meaning might sim- 
ply be, and generally was, that it was 


to be regarded like Corban.” In this 
case the mother would have to conclude 
that that money was out of her reach. 


The son could retain it or he could share 
it with the priest. That tradition robbed 
name of religion, of that 
given them by their 
the Lord con- 


in the 
should be 
No wonder 


parents 
which 
children 
demned it 
“Their heart is far from me” (Matt. 
15:8).—‘*Man looketh on the outward ap- 
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart.” Men may be pleased with lip 
service, but not so the Lord; He demands 
and deserves heart service. All else is 
vain or empty worship in His estimation, 
The memory text for this lesson enjoins 
us: “Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life.” 
When a sinner believes with the heart, 
he is saved. (Rom, 10:9, 10.) To the 
saved, Wisdom says: “My son, give me 
thine heart” (Prov. 23:26). The sacrifice 


that pleases God is “a broken and a 
contrite heart” (Psa. 51:17). True cir- 
cumcision “is that of the heart” (Rom. 


2:29). Genuine obedience is obedience 
“from the heart” (Rom. 6:17). The back- 
slider’s should be: “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God: and renew a 
right spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10). The 
apostle’s prayer was “that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph. 
3:17). The Lord shows Himself strong 
on behalf of those “whose heart is per- 
fect toward him” (2 Chron, 16:9). 

I value C. H. Spurgeon’s illustration of 
our memory text. He said: “You have 
seen the great reservoirs provided by 
our water companies, in which the water 
to supply hundreds of streets and thou- 
sands of homes is kept. Now, the heart 
is the reservoir of man, and our life is 
allowed to flow in its proper season. 
That life may flow through different 
pipes—the mouth. the hand, the eye: but 
still all the issues of hand, of eye, of 
lip, derive their source from the great 
fountain and central reservoir—the 
heart; and hence there is great necessity 
for keeping this reservoir, the heart, in 
a proper state and condition; since other- 
wise that which flows through the pipes 
must be tainted and corrupt.” 


prayer 


“That which cometh out of the mouth, 
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this defileth a man” (Matt, 15:11).—The 
Pharisees were thinking of defilement 
associated with eating bread with un- 
washen hands; the Lord was thinking 
of defilement resulting from evil motives, 
thoughts, and words springing from the 
heart through the mouth. In verse 19 He 
lists seven foul things which proceed 


from the heart—beginning with evil 
thoughts and concluding with blas- 
phemies. 


False doctrine—especially in relation 
to the person of Christ—is far more de- 


filing than violations of the laws of 
health. 
Wawona, CALIF, 


24 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this first lesson of 1953 
our Lord is going down to the root 

of things. _ He was dealing with the 
self-righteous, fault-finding scribes and 
Pharisees whom He did not hesitate to 
denounce as hypocrites. They criticized 
His disciples for eating without washing 
their hands, It was, they said, transgress- 
ing “the tradition of the elders.” But 
Jesus replied showing them that their 
traditions were transgressing the com- 
mandment of God. He cited to them the 
Prophet Isaiah, who, speaking for God, 
had said, “This people draweth nigh 
unto me with their mouth, and honour- 
eth me with their lips: but their heart 
is far from me. But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men” (see Isa. 29:13) 
Then Jesus made a striking comment. 
He said, “Not that which goeth into the 
mouth defileth a man; but that which 
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth 
a man” (Matt. 15:11). And He pro- 
ceeded later (vs. 18, 19) to explain that 
it is from a wicked heart there come 
evil thoughts, murders, impurities, thefts, 
lies, and blasphemies. It is possible that 
one might bathe carefully every day 
and keep himself as neat as a pin, and 
yet have a dirty heart; and with unclean 
thoughts and imaginations issuing in 
words and acts from that foul heart work 
untold injury to his companions. Well 
do I remember away back yonder in my 
boyhood years (how I wish I could forget 
it!) the dirty stories and filthy words 
of one boy in our group. Strange how 
they stick to the walls of memory 
through the years. Only the grace of 
God and Mother’s prayers kept them 
from leading me down to the lowest 
level of thinking and living. James 
3:5, 6 tells us, “Even so the tongue is 
a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth! And the tongue is 
a fire, a world of iniquity; so is the 
ongue among our members, that it de- 
fileth the whole body. and setteth on 
fire the course of nature: and it is set 
on fire of hell.” James speaks very 
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Jeremiah 
above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who can 


plainly, and oh, how truly! 
says, “The heart is deceitful 


know it?” “Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life” (Prov. 17:9; 4:23). 

Fellows, if you have allowed impure 
artists to teach foul pictures on the walls 
of your imagination, I cannot promise 
you that you will ever in this life be 
able to erase them completely—not even 
in the later years when your soul abhors 
them; but there is an antidote which 
will enable you to kill their power over 
you and give you the victory of clean 
thinking. It is supplied to us by the 
Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul, 
who cried out from his heart, “O 
wretched man that I am! who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom, 7:24 25). Writing to the 
Philippians (chap. 4:8) he said: “Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
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whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.” 


Fontana Dam, N., C. 


Wg 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Nort THE Lies, But THE HEART 


| regen needed: black paper, 
white paper, heart pattern (the 
girls can make their own), scissors and 
paste, pencils and notebooks, 

One time when I was traveling dur- 
ing my vacation, my seatmate proved 
to be a senior from a Roman Catholic 
high school. She was pleasant and 
friendly as we chatted together. She 
told me her ambitions and I told her 
mine. I told her one of my greatest joys 
in life was to introduce girls to my Sav- 
iour. She said, “I attend to my religious 
duties, so I know I’m all right.” 

I said: “It takes more than religious 
duties to save us: our hearts must be 
changed. If doing any kind of duties 
would have saved us, Christ would not 
have had to die for our sins. But He 
did die because He knew there was no 
other way we could have our sins for- 
given. We must receive Him into our 
hearts and let Him cleanse us from all 
sin.” 

The girl said, “The Sisters say that if 
we attend to our religious duties, we'll 
be all right, and that’s what I do.” 

I replied, “But God says, ‘He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.’ That 
means that only those who have received 
Christ into their hearts have eternal life 
and are on the way to Heaven.” 

She said, “I don’t know anything about 
that, but I attend to my religious duties, 
so I know I’m all right.” 

The last thing I said to her was, “I’m 
glad to have met you and I hope to meet 
you in Heaven some day, but don’t for- 
get that God says, ‘He that hath the Son 
hath life: and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life.” 

I still pray for that girl when I think 
of her. She was making the same mis- 
take that the Pharisees made in Matthew 
15. They thought that God was pleased 
with outward forms correctly observed; 
but He is not, unless the heart is right 
with Him. 

Read Matthew 15:1-9. You can see 
that the Pharisees were concerned pri- 
marily about outward forms that were 
prescribed for them by tradition. And 
many of their traditions were only the 
ideas of men, with no Scriptural foun- 
dation at all. And in some cases their 
traditions were contrary to God’s Word, 
as the one about the treatment of par- 
ents, to which the Lord Jesus referred 
in this chapter. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Why did the Lord call the Pharisees 
hypocrites? (Because they praised Him 
with their lips, when their hearts were 
far from Him.) This quotation from 
Isaiah is another fulfilled prophecy for 
us to mark in our Bibles, 

Now read verses 10 and 11 and 18 to 
20 and explain in your own words, (It 
is the bad words a person says that 
defiles him, not the things he eats.) 

Verses 21 to 28 tell about a girl griev- 
ously tormented and a mother with great 
faith. Read these verses together. What 
a contrast this mother was to the Phari- 
sees, whose hearts seem not to have been 
moved about anything! How does she 
show her heart concern? (She cried out 
to Jesus. She knelt at His feet. She 
would not leave without having her re- 
quest granted.) The proud Pharisees 
got no blessing from Jesus, but this poor 
Canaanite woman not only got the bless- 
ing she asked for, but her faith was 
praised by the Lord besides, 

In verses 32 to 39 we catch another 
glimpse of the Lord’s heart of compas- 
sion, He had compassion on the multi- 
tude. This would be most astonishing 
in anyone else, but it is just like our 
Saviour. Anyone else would have 
thought: “My vacation’s completely 
spoiled by these people. I haven't had 
a minute’s rest all these three days. I 
have been teaching and healing the sick 
the whole time. Now I must have a 
little rest.” But our blessed Lord was 
not like that. He never said a word 
about His own needs. He was concerned 
about the needs of others, and He was 
not only concerned, He met the needs 
as well. 

After we have accepted Christ as Sav- 
iour, we are to follow Him. Read 1 
Peter 2:21. We cannot perform miracles 
as our Lord did, but we can watch for 
the needs of other people, and try to 
help them, instead of thinking mostly 
about ourselves. A girl who does this is 
a blessing to everyone who knows her. 
But to become this kind of girl we must 
have the transforming power of the Lord 
working in us, 

Marion was a selfish girl. Her own 
clothes, her own good times, and her 
own ambitions filled her life until she 
met the Lord Jesus. Even after she was 
saved, no one in her family noticed much 
change in her for some time. She did 
want to witness for Christ, but most 
of her thought was still for herself, so 
her family thought that Marion’s religion 
was only one of her indiosyncrasies, But 
two years later Marion gave her life 
unreservedly to the Lord. Soon after, 
she said: “I am ashamed of my past. 
I wanted to be a blessing to my family, 
yet I can see I’ve been almost as selfish 
since I was saved as I was before. I 
think it’s my fault that they’re not in- 
terested in the things of the Lord. Pray 
that I may really let my light shine for 


Christ at home and be willing to do more® 


than my share for His sake.” Just a few 
weeks after this her younger sister said 
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to her one night, when they were pre- 
paring for bed, “I want to be a Christian 
like you are.” Marion had really begun 
to live for Christ, and was she happy! 

All of us know the chorus, “Into my 
heart.” This morning let us sing it a 
little differently. 

All of my heart, all of my heart, 

Take all of my heart, Lord Jesus, 

Cleanse all of my sin, and reign Thou 

within, 
Fill all of my heart, Lord Jesus. 

On the fifteenth page of your note- 
books write, “Matthew 15.” Under that, 
“The Pharisees and Hand-Washing,” and 
below that, “The Woman of Great Faith.” 
Make a black heart and a white heart 
side by side. Underneath copy verses 
10 and 11. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus’ Love for Those in Need (Matt, 15:29-38) 


ICTURES of the Wise Men, of the 

flight into Egypt, and of the holy 
family at Nazareth will recall the famil- 
iar stories of Matthew 2, and complete 
the early pages of the visualized Gospel, 
We saw the Wise Men bring their gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the 
infant King. Now we turn forward again 
in Matthew to see the still unknown 
King giving gifts freely to the poor and 
needy about Him. 

This is winter time, snow and cold, no 
picnics here in the North. But did you 
have some picnics last summer? Did 
Mother pack up a big basketful of sand- 
wiches and good things? Did you sit 
on the ground, or have a table and 
benches? The Lord Jesus gave a picnic 
once and had only seven loaves and a 
few little fish, and there were four thou- 
sand at His picnic! Did I say He gave 
a picnic once? Two different times! 
Each time there were thousands there. 
(Turn to the picture of feeding the five 
thousand, illustrating Matthew 14: 13-21, 
and have at hand a second picture to 
illustrate feeding the four thousand.) 
You boys read about the first picnic in 
Matthew 14:15-21, and the girls about 
the second picnic in Matthew 15:32-38. 
Boys, how many were at the first picnic? 
(Write “5,000” on the picture.) Girls, 
how many were at the second picnic? 
(Write “4,000” on the second picture.) 

There were no games and races at 
these picnics. But there were exciting 
things happening at both of them. The 
sick were made well, the blind could 
see, the lame could walk without 
crutches or limping, and crooked bodies 
were made straight. Oh, it was exciting 
to see such wonderful things happen! 
Then, too, the people at both picnics just 
loved to hear the Lord talk; it seemed 
as if they couldn't leave and go home. 
The first picnic was only after the peo- 
ple had been following the Lord Jesus 
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for one day: but how long were the 
people with the Lord Jesus before the 
second picnic? (Three days.) How 
much was there for refreshments at the 
first party? At the second? (If there 
is space on the pictures, the respective 
figures of bread and fish may be written 
on them.) Did the Lord Jesus say 
“Thank you” for the food even at a pic- 
nic? (Have each group read the respec- 
tive phrases to prove that He did.) Do 
you return thanks even at school lunch 
where others do not? Did everybody 
have enough? How much was left over 
each time? 

How the Lord Jesus loved people! He 
didn’t want to see them limping, or not 
able to see or talk. He didn’t want them 
to go home hungry. He told His friends, 
“This is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you” (John 
15:12, Memory Verse). Boys and girls, 
do you make fun of those who cannot 
talk clearly, or are bowlegged, or wear 
ragged clothes, or have some other trou- 
ble that makes them different? How 
do you think the Lord Jesus feels about 
them? He loves and feels sorry for 
them. He wants you to love them, too. 
You can’t cure them: but you can be 
kind and loving and helpful, and never, 
never laugh or hurt their feelings by 
calling attention to their trouble. Are 
there whom you might bring to 
Sunday school? Usually they do not 
come because they are afraid they will 
be laughed at 

Matthew 15 has other stories: Is it not 
a sin not to wash up? A foreign woman 
who had a bad girl. Read them all this 
week, 

Orono, MAINE, 


some 


we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

The Contaminated Source——Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life (Prov. 4:23, Golden 
Text). As I sat by the rippling, black 
waters of the Hillsborough River in 
Florida, I inquired of a friend, “What 
makes the water so inky black?” He 
replied, “It is swamp water.” The source 
of that river is the marshy swampland, 
and thus the river is contaminated. I 
thought how true of human life. If the 
heart, the wellspring of life is dirty, 
foul, and begrimed, then we behold a 
shattered, seared, unwholesome person- 
ality—From the Evangel. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


A Distinction Without a Difference.— 
But he answered and said unto them, 
Why do ye also transgress the command- 
ment of God by your tradition? (Matt. 
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15:3.) Gambling in America supports 
the underworld and siphons $13,000,000,- 
000 away from our economy. It is now 
permeating the households, the school 
systems, and the business offices of our 
nation. The editor of the Watchman- 
Examiner has pointed out that “accord- 
ing to Bishop John J. Swint of the Ro- 
man Catholic Diocese of Wheeling, 
W. Va., organized gambling for profit is 
sinful, but social gambling for recreation 
is morally harmless. It is difficult to 
understand such rationalization. It is 
practically to say that to dress sin up in 
the garments of religion is to sort of 
sanctify it. The Bishop said that ‘the 
Catholic Church makes a _ distinction 
which condemns indiscreet commercial 
gambling, but not entertainment gam- 
bling. .. . In many small towns, among 
the churches and social organizations, it 
is a very real part of the community 
social life. He is, of course, pleading 
for church bingo games. If these games 
are not operated for ‘profit,’ then what 
is their purpose at all? As they are 
known, they are for the purpose of ob- 
taining funds, in many places by illegal 
means, to fatten the coffers of the 
church. History has taught us that sin 
is still sin, selfishness is still selfishness, 
even though it has a priest’s blessing.” 
—From Dr. L, J. Julianel, in the Watch- 
man-Examiner. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Why He Was Afraid.—For God com- 
manded, saying, Honour thy father and 
mother (Matt, 15:4). A story is told of 
a seven-year-old lad who went to visit 
his aunt in another city. He became 
acquainted with some boys in the neigh- 
borhood, and spent much of his time 
playing with them. One day his new 
friends decided to do something that his 
father had taught him not to do. He 
withdrew from the group, but one boy 
called after him, “What’s the matter, are 
you afraid?” “Yes,” the boy answered; 
“TI am afraid of my father.” “Aw, he’s miles 
away; he won't know,” one of the other 
boys said. “I know that, but my father 
has always been good to me, and I don’t 
want to do what I know would hurt his 
feelings.” They said no more after that, 
possibly feeling condemned for not en- 
tertaining the same fine ideal toward 
their fathers—From Tom M, Olson, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif, 


The Underlying Motive.—This people 

. honoureth me with their lips; but 
their heart is far from me (Matt. 15:8) 
An Egyptian architect was commissioned 
by one of the Pharaohs to build a light- 
house at the mouth of the Nile. On a 
piece of rock, duly selected, Cnidus the 
architect erected the house of light. 
Engraven upon the cement which cov- 
ered the outside of the lighthouse was, 
in large letters, the name of Pharaoh. 
In a few short years the effect of the 
wind and rain had worn the cement 
away and Pharaoh’s name had vanished, 
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and not till then was it discovered that 
the wily Cnidus had engraven his own 
name in the masonry beneath. We may 
sometimes profess outwardly to worship 
and do things for the glory of God; but 
when the underlying motive is laid bare 
our own advancement, our own glory, 
turns out to be the real aim.—From 
“Pure Religion,” by the Rev. W. L. Mac- 
kenzie. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Dead Men.—But in vain do they wor- 
ship me (Matt. 15:9). Have you ever 
read “The Ancient Mariner”? I dare 
say you thought it one of the strangest 
imaginations ever put together, espe- 
cially that part where the old mariner 
represents the corpses of all the dead 
men rising up to man the ship—dead 
men pulling the rope, dead men steering, 
dead men spreading sails. I thought 
what a strange idea that was. But, do 
you know, I have lived to see that time. 
I have gone into churches, and I have 
seen a dead man in the pulpit, a dead 
man as deacon, a dead man handling the 
plate, and dead men sitting to hear.— 
From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Washing the Wrong Side.—But those 
things which proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart; and they 
defile the man (Matt. 15:18). I remem- 
ber well, writes a contributor, an inci- 
dent of childhood that has held a lesson 
for me ever since. My mother said that 
she was going to wash windows, and 
that I might help her. She told me to 
wash the pantry window first, because 
it was the dirtiest. I got the short step- 
ladder and began working on the outside. 
I worked away until I was sure the win- 
dow must be perfectly clean; then with 
a dry cloth I rubbed until my arms were 
tired. But the window did not look 
much better than before. At last I asked 
Mother what was the matter. She came 
at once and, at the first glance, smiled, 
and said, “Why, you have been washing 
the wrong side. That dirt is on the in- 
side of the glass.” I went into the house 
and soon the window was bright and 
clean. After looking at the sorrow and 
misery and despair of those who have 
tried in vain to cleanse the soul by pen- 
ances, sacrifices, and one outward means 
after another, we go to the Heavenly 
Father and ask why we have failed. And 
the Father, in love and compassion, re- 
plies, “You have been washing the out- 
side only. Take the blood of Christ, 
the perfect cleanser, and apply it to the 
soul within, and the window will shine 
as bright as crystal."—From a Youth’s 
Companion of years ago. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


No Depth Too Great.—Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
teries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies (Matt. 15:19). The famous 
preacher, Dr. J. H, Jowett, was once 
crossing the Atlantic when the captain 
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of the ship called him up on the bridge 
and said to him: “In five minutes this 
ship will pass over the very spot where, 
deep down at the bottom of the ocean, 
there lies the wreck of the great liner 
Titanic. She is too far down to be sal- 
vaged.” Dr. Jowett replied: “That is 
very interesting. It reminds me of the 
great truth concerning the Gospel which 
I believe and preach. No one is too 
far down for the hand of Jesus to reach 
him and lift him out of his misery. No 
soul is so sunken in sin as to be beyond 
the redemption point."—From Annual 
Report of the Scripture Gift Mission. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T TOOK Mr. and Mrs, Blake and 

Nancy and Dick much longer to get 
home from Sunday school and church 
than it usually did, because it was snow- 
ing very, very hard. When they finally 
did get into the house, Mr. Blake an- 
nounced, “I’m sorry, but we won’t be 
able to get out to church tonight. The 
storm is so severe that it would be un- 
safe for us to travel such a long distance. 
So we'll have church at home tonight.” 

Although Nancy and Dick were sorry 
about not going to church, they were 
happy at the prospect of having church 
at home, for on the few occasions when 
that had happened before, they had had 
a grand time. They knew, too, that 
when they had “church” at home, it 
meant that Dick did the “preaching” and 
Nancy sang the solos. The only sermons 
that Dick knew were those he had 
learned in Sunday school, and the whole 
family knew that he would give the 
morning’s lesson in evening church, 

When evening came, the Blake family 
gathered around the fireplace. They 
sang some hymns together, Daddy Blake 
prayed, Mother Blake played the piano, 
and Nancy had been happy to sing her 
solos. Then it was Dick’s turn. He 
started his sermon just as Pastor Rogers 
always started his: “My dear friends, 
I want you to turn in your Bibles to 
the fifteenth chapter of Matthew to see 
some things that the Lord Jesus has to 
say. And remember, please, that what 
we read here tonight are the words of 
the Son of God Himself—they are not 
my words.” 

Each member of the congregation 
found the place in his own Bible. Dick 
continued: “You remember that the 
Pharisees and the scribes hated the Lord 
Jesus and they were always trying to 
catch Him at doing things which were 
not right—or at least, which they 
thought were not right. So one day they 


thought they had really found something 
awful, and they hurried to the Lord 
Jesus and said, ‘Why do your disciples 
break the rules handed down by our 
forefathers? 


For they do not practice 
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washing their hands when they take 
their meals’ (Williams translation). Then 
the Lord Jesus showed those men how 
very wicked they were at heart. He 
told them that some people had added 
to the Law of Moses and one of the un- 
important things they added was that 
everyone had to go through a certain 
ceremony of hand-washing before eating. 
But the Lord Jesus told those hateful 
Pharisees and scribes that they were do.. 
ing something much, much worse than 
the disciples: they themselves were 
breaking the real true Law of Moses in 
something that they did. And He showed 
them what that thing was, too! 

“Later the Lord Jesus Christ explained 
to His disciples that the things that 
made people evil were the things that 
came out of their hearts. And those 
things, He said, were much worse than 
disobeying man-made ceremonies, 

“Here, Nancy,” Dick continued, “will 
you hold this heart, please?” Nancy 
looked at the black paper heart that her 
brother handed her. She could see that 
it was double and that he had carefully 
pasted the edges together, except right 
at the top. Pieces of white paper stuck 
out of there. 

“So that the disciples would understand 
perfectly what He meant, the Lord Jesus 
showed them what kinds of things come 
out of the hearts of those who do not 
love Him. The first thing He mentioned 
was evil thoughts.” Dick pulled out the 
paper which had the words “evil 
thoughts” printed on it. “AH of us here 
were guilty of evil thoughts before we 
had the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. I 
remember that I used to hate my school- 
teacher, and I used to think of some of 
the awful things I would like to do to 
her. Then the Lord Jesus said that mur- 
der comes from the heart, too.” Here he 
pulled out another paper bearing the 
word “murder.” “Hate leads to murder, 
And murder, like evil thoughts, comes 
from the heart. Then the Lord Jesus 
showed the disciples other awful things 
that come from the heart. And among 
those things were stealing and lying. 

“Not long after that, the Lord Jesus 
showed what kind of heart He Himself 
had. There were four thousand men— 
besides women and children—who had 
been with Him for three days. They had 
eaten almost all their food, and the Lord 
Jesus knew that if He sent them home 
hungry, some of them would faint on 
the way. So He took the little food that 
was left—seven loaves and a few small 
fishes—and blessed it and broke it and 
multiplied it so that it made enough 
food for everyone. He performed a mir- 
acle. Why? Because He loved them!” 
And Dick held up a white paper heart 
with the word ‘““Love” printed on it, 

“That’s what is in His heart,” he con- 
cluded. “And that is what should be in 
the hearts of us Christians for one an- 
other.” 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1087) 

1. In the period between the return 
from Babylon and the birth of Christ. 

2. To preserve the purity of the Jewish 
faith in the midst of foreign influences. 

3. Into a state of hypocrisy, induced by 
their legalism and casuistry. 

4. The attempts of the scribes to in- 
terpret the Law and apply it. 

5. He refused to acknowledge their 
authority, but showed how they were 
often contrary to the Law. 

6. The tradition of Corban 
11). 

7. Isaiah 29:13. 

8. Our own hearts (Matt, 15:19), 

9. No. He is opposing the washing of 
hands as a religious requirement, not as 
a hygienic practice. 

10. True piety does not consist of out- 
ward ceremonies, but of the disposition 
of the heart toward God, 

ELMuuvurst, ILL, 


(Mark 7: 


we 


Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1953 


ANY Christians are glad to have 
Scripture wall calendars for their 
own use and for inexpensive gifts to 
friends, Sunday school classes, and the 
like. The calendar offered this year by 
The Sunday School Times Company 
measures 10x16 inches and has a cord 
for hanging. The cover is a full-page, 
full-color reproduction of Mueller’s 
painting, “The Birth of Christ.” The 
twelve inside calendar pages carry a 
different full-color reproduction for each 
month measuring 8'%4x4% inches, includ- 
ing such Bible incidents as “Jesus and 
Nicodemus,” “Christ Among the Doc- 
tors,” “Jacob’s Dream,” “Test of Abra- 
ham’s Faith,” and the like; and such 
famous artists as Doré, Hofmann, Plock- 
horst, and Stemler. 
Large, easy-to-read numerals mark 
the days of the month. There is a Scrip- 
ture verse for each weekday and a mem- 


ory verse for each Saturday. The 
International Uniform Lesson _ title, 
Scripture reference, and Devotional 


Reading are shown for each Sunday. 
In addition there are daily Bible por- 
tions listed for each month to encourage 
everyday Bible reading. Quarterly phases 
of the moon are shown on the pfoper 
days, 

These colorful Scripture calendars are 
modestly priced. They may be had for 
35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 
for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22; prices 
for larger quantities upon request, Just 
ask for the Scripture Art Calendar, send- 
ing your request with your name, ad- 
dress, and remittance to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Pascal's “Short Life of Christ’’ 
(Continued from second page) 


and Father to Jesus Christ as to us, since 
God is a Son by nature and we are sons 
by adoption. .. .” 

Pascal was an evangelical Catholic, 
identified with the Jansenists of Port 
Royal. His was the Biblical Catholicism 
of Augustine and Ambrose, and of the 
Roman Catholicism of his time there is 
practically nothing here save perhaps on 
“baptismal regeneration.” His “Pro- 
vincial Letters” smote the Jesuits with 
a power more subtle but no less power- 
ful than the controversial writings of 
the Reformation leaders in the previous 
century, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 





ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 


than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 

tional; and with each order of $3 or 

over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Bible Cameos. By Ivor Powell. (Mar- 
shall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, E. C. 
4; may be had from Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaten, IIl.. $2.25.) During a visit the 
author made to Glasgow, an eminent 
Christian surgeon said to him, “Mr. 
Powell, why don’t you write something 
to help men like me? I love to preach 
the Gospel on Sundays, but during the 
week I am so busy attending to my pa- 
tients that I have no time in which to 
study.” With such men in mind, and 
also for student ministers, the present 
little volume was written. Brief biog- 


raphies of Bible characters are the 
“cameos.” There are over eighty mes- 
sages dealing with well-known and 


lesser-known personages in both Testa- 
ments. The treatment is fresh and evan- 
gelical. The material is confined to two 
pages for each character. Good original 
outlines appear throughout, with their 
headings clearly indicated. A final chap- 
ter giving hints for the young preacher 
makes this a doubly useful handbook. 


The Epistle to the Hebrews. By G. H. 
Lang. (The Paternoster Press, Ludgate 
House, Fleet St., London E, C. 4: 12/6 
net.) Here is an unhackneyed commen- 
tary by one of the most illuminating of 
contemporary expositors. Written for 
“plain and serious readers,” this de- 
tailed, perceptive study deliberately 
eschews questions like the authorship of 
the epistle (p. 14), and focuses atten- 
tion upon the relationship of God’s eter- 
nal truth to man’s daily life. 


Though Lang’s evangelicalism is be- 
yond dispute, his interpretaticn of some 
passages will no doubt be sharply chal- 
lenged. 


He holds, for example, that 
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the epistle is intended for Christians 
(p, 15), and that its warnings cannot be 
explained away. On the contrary, he 
argues that bona fide believers can lapse 
into apostasy, and indeed, in some tragic 
cases which he cites, have done so. For 
such apcstasy they will most assuredly 
not suffer the loss of their salvation (pp. 
107, 176)—Mr., Lang, as a staunch advo- 
cate of eternal security, is dogmatic on 
this point. But they may suffer dis- 
cipline after death (p. 200), “a more 
sore punishment than the worst that this 


earth-life can bring” (p. 180). Yes, if 
backsliders die “without having been 
healed of their backsliding the 


Father’s disciplinary dealings for their 
recovery are applied after death” (pp. 
199, 200). And this, Mr. Lang contends, 
is not to be confused with the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of purgatorial self-sal- 
vation; it is a Scriptural teaching, he 
claims. which has been too long ob- 
scured, 

Whatever one’s final conclusion re- 
garding the validity of this novel thesis, 
he must agree that Lang’s treatment of 
the Hebrew Letter is at once heart- 
stirring and mind-stretching, 


Aspects of Liberalism. By Louis Berk- 
hoef. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) Like all of his 
work, these lectures by the president 
emeritus of Calvin Seminary are marked 
by solid learning, scrupulous objectiv- 
ity, and tenacious loyalty to Biblical 
revelation. While Dr. Berkhof lucidly 
exposes the errors and weaknesses of the 
social gcspel and the neo-orthodox 
movement, he does not hesitate to point 
out any of their commendable features 
(pp, 30, 82, 120, 152). Probably chapter 
VI on “Liberalism Adrift” is his most 
helpful discussion, since it deals not with 
the somewhat outmoded Liberalism of 
the Fosdickian type, but the Liberalism 
of Barth. Brunner, and Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, which is a crucial issue today. Of 
course, there is an occasional general- 
ization which might be questicned (pp. 
16, 17): there is, moreover, a somewhat 
limited area of criticism and the repeti- 


tion of a few leading ideas: and there 
is, further, in some of the lectures a 
failure to take into account the most 


recent literature of the Liberal school. 
Yet, on the whole, these studies will 
serve to orient evangelicals in this area. 


Instruction in Christian Love. By Mar- 
tin Bucer. Translated, with introduction 
and nctes, by Paul Trangott Fuhrmann, 
Th.D. (John Knox Press, Richmond 9, 
Va., $1.50.) Out of the past of more than 
four hundred years comes this 
voice of one of God’s faithful servants, 
giving the true teaching of victory in 
Christ. Martin Bucer was born one year 
before Columbus discovered America. 
He early came under the influence of 
Martin Luther. In the first of the two 
chapters he teaches that God’s plan was 
that every man should live not for him- 
self but for others. That is that love 


ago, 
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should dominate his life. In the other 
chapter he shows how this ideal can 
be attained through faith in Christ and 
the indwelling power of the Spirit. His 
teaching is that the divine Word brings 
faith; faith brings love; love brings good 
deeds as its fruit. His frequent qucta- 
tions from the Scriptures show where 
this reformer got his teaching. Dr. 
Fuhrmann, the translator, is head of the 
department of History of Christianity in 
Gammon Theological Seminary. It is 
interesting to note that he seems to hold 
postmillennial views, while Bucer was 


looking for the imminent return of 
Christ. 
Modernizing Your Life; and, His 


Mothering, or The Mothering Ministry 
of the Spirit. By Norman B. Harrison, 
D.D. (The Harrison Service, Inc., 3112 
Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 8; 35¢ each.) 
In the first of these booklets, Dr. Har- 
rison writes of the wonderful construc- 
tion of the human body and shows how 
it needs to be controlled by the Holy 
Spirit. For instance, each of us has 
“A Modern Power Plant,” “A Modern 
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ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure. you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 





Legends of St. Anne 


Mary, the Mother of Jesus 


An attractive book, 6 x 9 in., 112 pages. Quotes 
fantastic legends, beliefs about images, relics, etc., 
from Roman Catholic writings. | Exposes them as 
ridiculous and untrue by extensive quotations from 
Scripture, with comments. Includes 21 Gospel 
hymns and choruses. By Nancy Hearn Griffin 
Single copy $1; 6 for $5. “His Word” Publica- 
tions, P. 0. Box 366-M, Pasadena 18, Calif. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE 





The 37th Based on the Uniform 
edition series of the International 
for 1953 Sunday School Lessons 


A handy pocket-size volume for 
an all-the-year-round aid and as- 
sistant. Special helps for each 
Sunday, suggestions for special 
days, and extra features. Semi- 
flexible binding, 92 pages, 
2% x 5% inches 

Regularly priced at 50 cents. Write 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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leaf as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 
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Meeting the need of the hour 
: ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 


of Sunday School lessons 
“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 

434 SOUTH WABASH 

CHICAGO 5, AL 
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to 
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share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


Dr. J.Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


(340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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True 7 Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry —hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 10c. 
AGENTS make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving line : Bibles, Books, Greeting 
Catds, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Liberal commission. 
Write for full details 
© S.S. Pocket Quarterlies [ Catalog and Agent's Offer 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 
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Heating Plant,” “A Central Control Sys- 
tem.” In our spiritual life, we need the 
power of the Spirit, the control of the 
Spirit (like a thermostat), the will to 
deny self and follow Christ; and we need 
His indwelling presence to direct all our 
thoughts and actions. To be practical 
and efficient in the Christian life, we 
need to do five things: receive, recog- 
nize, readjust, refuse, and respond. 

The second booklet, “His Mothering,” 
has a rather surprising title, but Dr. Har- 
rison’s point is that in God’s family, 
that is, among believers, the Holy Spirit 
exercises much the same ministry as a 
Christian mother in the home. He is 
careful to avoid the errors of false cults 
which wrongly use the title “mother,” 
and adds a postscript of warning. Chris- 
tians are born of the Spirit, not left or- 
phans, have the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, His fellowship, and should ex- 
hibit the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. 

The two booklets set forth many im- 
portant truths of the Christian life, and 
should help believers to find the way of 
victory and peace. 


Ws 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 4 


1. I Promise—To Be Faithful to Christ 
(Exod. 19:5; Psa. 103:17, 18; 132:12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE first three topics of this new year 

are designed to remind Christian 
Endeavorers of the meaning of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor pledge, or covenant, and to 
give an opportunity for the renewing 
of that covenant if it has been neglected. 
On two subsequent Sunday evenings, 























ENJOY PEACE OF MIND 


Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To Give and Receive Richly 


Send today for an interesting free booklet that 
tells how you may share in the great work of 
spreading the Gospel throughout the world—at 
the same time receiving a safe, generous, as- 
sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS 805. 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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that part of the covenant which has to 
do with prayer and reading the Bible 
and with supporting one’s church will 
be considered, but this week we are to 
think, particularly about faithfulness to 
Christ as expressed in the covenant in 
the promise, “I will strive to do whatever 
He would like to have me do.” 
ve 

Someone has pointed out that whereas 
a pledge may concern only one party, 
a covenant must have two parties in 
agreement. Thus our Christian En- 
deavor covenant is not only a promise 


on our part to do certain things, but 
an acknowledgment that God also has 
promised to do certain things on our 


behalf. The Bible is full of God’s prom- 
ises to work in man’s behalf if man 
will be obedient and faithful to Him. 
The Scripture verses chosen for our les- 
son bring us three such promises that 
were made specifically to the Children 
of Israel, but which may be claimed, in 
a spiritual sense, by present-day be- 
lievers. However, while God never fails 
in keeping His promises, man very often 
fails in his promises to God. The first 
promise included in our Scripture verses, 
Exodus 19:5, is a good example. Fol- 
lowing this promise by God we read 
that “all the people [Israelites] answered 
together, and said, All that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do.” But only a 
very short time later we read (Exod. 
32) of the making of the golden calf 
and of the people’s idolatrous worship 
of it, in direct violation of their promise 
to obey God and serve Him as a holy 
nation, 

To our shame most of us must confess 
that we, too, have broken solemn prom- 
ises of obedience and faithfulness that 
we have made to God—promises that 
were made sometimes in times of illness, 
or trial, or sometimes when we have 
been deeply moved by a realization of 
God’s love and goodness and of His 
claims upon us. The danger is that we 
should let these failures discourage us 
from making new promises and seeking 
to keep them. We need, rather, to see 
the reasons for our failures, and how 
they may be avoided in the future, 


cd 


Two principal causes may be seen for 
our failure to keep any promise or cove- 
nant we have made with God. The first 
is that we may never have really ac- 
cepted Christ as our personal Saviour. 
The natural, or unregenerate, person 
cannot hope to please God because “the 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). We cannot know, 
nor are we willing to accept, the things 
that God would have us do until we 
have first accepted His Son as our Sav- 
iour. This fact has been likened to the 
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fact that a dead man cannot live a good 
and useful life because he is dead. Not 
until life is given to him can be possibly 
do anything. We may wash his face and 
dress him up in respectable clothes and 
stand him upon his feet, but he is help- 
less to do anything because he is dead 
It is just as foolish to hope to please and 
serve God until we have first been made 
alive through the acceptance of His Son 
as our personal Saviour. If we have 
not had this definite transaction with 
Christ, let us lose no time in telling Him 
that we do accept His substitutionary 
death on the cross in our stead, and that 
we receive Him into our hearts by faith. 

A second great reason for failure to 
keep our promises to God may be that 
we are depending on our own strength 
rather than on His strength. Paul had 
such an experience, you will remember, 
and he records it in Romans 7. He found 
that he was not being able to do what 
he knew was right and what he wanted 
to do, but that, on the other hand, he 
did the very things that were evil. He 
found, as he tells us in Romans 8, that 
the secret was walking, not after the 
flesh or in his own strength, but after 
the Spirit, depending upon Christ for 
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the ability and strength to do the things 
that would please Him. 

The Christian Endeavor covenant rec- 
ognizes this great truth in the very be- 
ginning of the covenant in the words, 
“Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
strength, I promise Him ., .” When we 
are willing to stop relying upon our own 
strength, and when we are willing daily 
to look to Him for the ability to walk 
pleasingly in His sight and in His ways, 
then, and only then, shall we be able 
to do the things that please Him. Are 
you so trusting Him? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 29 to January 4 


Mon.—1 Samuel 15:13-23. 
Disobedience Punished. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Because thou 
hast rejected the word of the Lord, he 
hath also rejected thee.” God observes 
our behavior. His eyes run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth beholding 
the evil and the good. He will as surely 
punish evil as He will reward good. “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” Even the chastise- 
ment of saints is terrible: but as for 
the punishments of the wicked, only the 
words “perish” and “perdition” can set 
forth their final destiny. Pray for more 
awareness of the justice of God. 


Tues.—Proverbs 28:20-28. 
Blessings for the Faithful. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A faithful man 
shall abound with blessings.” God 
watches over all righteous people with 
a view to doing them good. And, “no 
good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.” As it says in an- 
other Psalm, “Goodness and mercy shall 
follow ... all the days of my life” (Psa. 
84:11; 23:6). If you are a child of God 
be very careful to avoid all that grieves 
the Spirit, or you will rob yourself of 
many personal, domestic, and church 
blessings God would love to bestow upon 
you and them. There are rewards for 
faithfulness, and stripes for disobe- 
diences. Pray for greater diligence in 
following that which is good. 


Wed.—Deuteronomy 26:16-19. 
A High Calling. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord hath 
avouched thee this day to be his peculiar 
people.” No greater honor can come to 
us in this life or the next than to be 
among those whom God has ealled and 
chosen. As it pleased the Lord to make 
Israel His chosen nation, so it has de- 
lighted Him to make all who call upon 
His name in truth His precious children, 
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
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insight... 


inspiration... 
experiences... 
read these BOOKS by A. B. SIMPSON 


Dr. Simpson, founder of The Christian & 
Missionary Alliance, wrote with a fresh, 
original style, a depth of understanding 
that will delight the reader. His books 
belong in every Christian's library. 
“CHRIST IN THE BIBLE" series Unique 
Bible exposition, tracing the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Cover 16 books of Old, 25 books 
of New Testament. 24 volumes, cloth 
bound. $2.00 a volume—$45.00 a set 
“WALKING IN THE SPIRIT" A practical 
and inspiring book on triumphant Chris- 
tian living. Paper cover $1.00—Cloth 
bound $2.25 
“DAYS OF HEAVEN ON EARTH" Start 
each day with these beautify! and re- 
freshing devotional readings. Attrac- 
tively boufd—a wonderful gift. $2.50 
“THE HOLY SPIRIT" Complete exposi- 
tion of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
in the Old and New Testaments. In 2 
volumes. $2.00 a volume—$3.75 a set 
“A LARGER CHRISTIAN LIFE" A soul- 
thrilling book on the astounding poten- 
tialities of the Christian life. $2.65 

. © To order these books and for 
att wie complete list of other out- 
standing books by Dr. Simpson, 


Publications,s 


117 North Third Street 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
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New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 

nknown. The Lord is greatly 
blessing this program. 

SEND 25¢ FOR A SAMPLE OUTLINE 

THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Jan. 4) 









to ahy evangelical Christian minister, 
Sunday school or missionary superin- 
tendent, one copy of 
“TAKE NO THOUGHT” 
for each family in his congregation providing he will 
agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
Write stating number of leaflets desired to 


TITHE ies Anecies 5, California 








When answering advertisements, 


please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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While the roots of PHILA-BI are deeply entrenched 
in the training of qualified Christian workers, its 










during the 1951-52 school year. 
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graduates.” 


—_ Write for 


descriptive literature on 
Correspondence Courses or Annuity Plan to 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1800 ARCH STREET e PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


WitttaM A. Mierop, President * Dr. CLARENCE E. Mason, Jr., Dean 


many branches afford another avenue for service. 


Our faculty not only teaches but also responds to 
many opportunities to preach the gospel in churches 
and youth groups —thus fulfilling the Scriptures, 
“and daily in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 


The Christian Service Department is one of the vital 
branches of the Institute. Through Bible Clubs, 
Good News Clubs, Sunday School classes, prison 
and rescue mission services our students conserva- 
tively reported leading over 3000 souls to Christ 


For those unable to study at PHILA-BI 13 profitable 
courses have been arranged for study by corre- 
spondence. While the roots of PHILA-BI are in 
Philadelphia this phase of our ministry enables us 
to branch out far beyond our borders. 


For those who want to share in the blessings of 
PHILA-BI through their gifts, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute offers an Annuity Plan which helps support 
the ministry above. “The sun never sets on its 


pul KNOW THEM 
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When you give 

to PHILA-BI 

you circle the 
globe 











Dec. 20, 1952 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain” (John 15:16). 
Pray that you may increasingly appre- 
ciate your high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 10:1-9. 
Industry and Uprightness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He becometh 
poor that dealeth with a slack hand. 
... Blessings are upon the head of the 
just.” All about us are great and mar- 
velous works of God. Moreover, He up- 
holdeth “all things by the word of his 
power.” Tokens of His loving-kindness 
in providence are innumerable. He 
worketh all in all. Counsels to be dili- 
gent and upright are found all through 
the Scriptures. Laxity in morality and 
spirituality and laziness as regards duty 
He everywhere condemns. Ever follow 
that which is good. Be diligent that ye 
may be found of Him in peace. Pray 
for more devotion to God. 


Fri.—Proverbs 13:1-13. A Wise Son. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A wise son hear- 
eth his father’s instruction: but a scorner 
heareth not rebuke.” If children fail 
to heed when they are very young they 
will resent correction later. “Correction 
is grievous unto him that forsaketh the 
way: and he that hateth reproof shall 
die” (Prov. 15:10). As trees get older 
they bend less easily. And children must 
be conquered for God early, or they will 
bring themselves and their parents to 
shame. The rise of lawlessness is due 
to parental loss of prestige with their 
children (see 2 Tim. 3). Pray for cour- 
age to do your Christian duty to your 
children. 


Sat.—Proverbs 4:20-27. 
A Well-Kept Heart. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are the 
issues of life.” As is the heart so is be- 
havior. A good heart will show itself 
in goodness, and an evil heart in bad- 
ness. The hidden man is bound not only 
to know his own character, but to mani- 
fest himself in words and deeds, “Wick- 
edness proceedeth from the wicked.” 
Pray for willingness to let God probe 
your heart. 


Sun.—Psalm 51:10-19. 
A Heart Free From Sin. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me.” Have you 
yet discovered that you have a sin- 
ful nature? Have you ever smitten 
your breast saying: “God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner”? If so, you have 
felt the need for a clean heart and 
right spirit. And if you have prayed 
sincerely for this new and right spirit 
God heard your cry, for it is written: 
“Whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). Pray for a work of the Spirit 
in your heart, home, and church. 

















